
 

 

  

MERCY 

"A moral virtue that prompts its owner to have compassion for and to relieve those in spiritual 

or temporal want." 

Justice  renders to each their due and calls each to assume responsibility for themselves.  
Mercy goes beyond the issues of who is responsible.  Mercy is simply love’s response to 
suffering.  So the Father of Mercy, to relieve our suffering, sent his Eternal Son to be made flesh 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.  God the Son, by nature incapable of suffering, became 
vulnerable for us.  He bound the strong man who had tyrannized the human race and paid the 
debt that the human race hadn’t been able to cover.  His rescue mission succeeded at the cost 
of his life. 
  
This is what the Mass commemorates and makes present again.  The one who once gave 
himself in mercy to relieve our suffering continues to give himself to us, holding nothing back, in 
the sacrament of sacraments, the sacrament of divine mercy. 
  
But why does he so give himself under the form of food?  That we may become what we eat.  
That we may grow in holiness, which is to say, become more perfect in that divine love that we 
call charity.  Mercy is just what charity does when it encounters suffering. 
  
The Eucharist  then cannot exist in isolation from life.  It is the liturgical commemoration of a 
Work of Mercy that is designed to issue in works of mercy.  Thus mercy is essential to the life of 
every member of the Church until evil and suffering are no more.    
 
Some things to keep in mind about the work mercy in the Church: 
  
1) Mercy is for everyone.       
2) Mercy relieves suffering, and there are differen t kinds of suffering.    
3) Charity begins at Home .     
4) Charity can’t end at Home      
5) Mercy is not always Convenient .    
6) Charity is not the same as Social Work .    
7) Mercy is Never Condescending .    
 

Jesus is Divine Mercy.  He made it possible for sinners to be restored through the Sacrament of 

Confession to their former righteousness. We, too, should see in every Holy Communion 

worthily received the merciful Savior pouring His Blood out as a ‘Fountain of Mercy’ for us. 

Here is a beautiful preparation to recite before receiving Holy Communion, the Fount of Mercy: 

Lord Jesus Christ, I approach Thy banquet table in fear and trembling, for I am a sinner and dare not rely 

on my own worth but only on You.  


