TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME

AUGUST 27, 2006

(M - Memorial, A - Anniversary)

MONDAY, AUGUST 28

AUGUSTINE, bishop, doctor






                     6:45           THOMPSON FLINT--M




                                             req. by Patricia Straub


9:00   
FREDERICK BRICKER--M



req. by Ann Lyons

TUESDAY, AUGUST 29

MARTYRDOM of JOHN the BAPTIST


6:45
HELEN STUART--M




req. by Patricia Straub


9:00
ANNA MUCCIA--M




req. by Valerie & Nicholas Mastronardi


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 230


6:45
DOMINICK PIZZIMENTI—M




req. by the Clergy & the People of Sts John & Paul Parish


9:00
DEMETRIUS and KATHERINE SCALZO--M




reg. by Joseph & Katherine Tamagna


THURSDAY, AUGUST 31


 6:45
GEOREG STRAUB--M




req. by Patricia Straub

9:00
TIMOTHY J. MARA--M




req. by Maura & Richard Concannon

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1


6:45
AGNES DORAN--M


9:00
ROBERT MULDERRIG--M




req. by Alice Mulderrig

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2


9:00
ROSE GRECO--A




req. by Dorothy Doherty


5:30
ANGELO TESORO--A




req. by Alice & Henry Malgrande

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

7:30
LOCKE “ED” SEDWICK—M




req. by Valerie & Nicholas 
Mastronardi


9:00
FOR THE PEOPLE OF THE PARISH


10:30 
ROSE SAPORITO--M




req. by The Women’s Guild


12:00
MARIA ENES--M




req. by Dolores Enes & Family


5:00
 SALVATORE FERRARO--M




req. by his wife & children

PRAYERFUL REMEMBRANCES
Your prayers are requested for the sick at home, and in the hospitals, especially: Tricia Eigo, Steve Schulz, Fr Brian, Dana Infelice, Patrice McAuliffe, Francis “Charlie” Abrahamsen, Lisa Scholl, Frank Diaz-Balart, Alice Nasta, Mildred Traub, Catherine Ann Brennan, Mary & Tony Fraioli, Hank Lawlor, William Matthews, Sarah Butler, Mimi Cosgrove, Kristen Long, Patrick Lamont, Elizabeth Kim, Eloise Selby, Thomas M. Lamb, for our service men and women at home and abroad; for the faithful departed, TERRI SANTORO STUMPHF, and those who have no one to pray for them; and for the honored dead of the Armed Services.

SUNDAY COLLECTION

Last week’s collection (08 --20 -- 06):           $ 8,431

Missionary Co-Operative:

             $ 3,198

Attendance:                                                    825  

The parish of Sts. John and Paul thanks you for your support. We are grateful to our parishioners who use our envelope system. If you wish to receive Church support envelopes, please call the Rectory at 834-5458.

BANNS of MARRIAGE

III -- Dario Agarabi – Elizabeth Gillin

II  -- Andrew Ramjiawan – Jaime Berger

I   -- Tony Greco – Adriana Gulla

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY in ORDINARY TIME

August 27, 2006

Jesus teaches us to live optimistically. If it weren’t for the peak experiences of love, the small and sometimes big miracles in our lives, we could despair. Thank God our doubts of faith ultimately strengthens our love. And just as true, our doubts that god could call us to His priesthood or religious life also demand an act of faith. If you feel a call to this, please call Fr. Charles Szivos at 968-1340 (priesthood), Sr. Deanna Sabetta at 212-371-1000 ext. 2803 (religious), and Deacon Anthony Cassaneto at 968-6200 ext. 8269 (deaconate).

BAPTISM PREPARATION for PARENTS of INFANTS

To arrange for a Baptism, please call the rectory and you will be given an appointment with one of the parish priests.

Water in the Word

Baptismal Preparation Session Schedule

All sessions are offered on the following Saturday mornings from 10 AM – 11:30 AM. Please call the rectory to attend. We will begin new sessions in 2006. The dates for the class are as follows:  Sept. 2nd, Oct 7th, Nov. 4th and Dec. 2nd.

YOU’RE INVITED!

Please join us to welcome Father Nahas to Sts. John and Paul Parish. The morning coffee will be held on Sunday, September 10th, after the 10:30 mass. We will hold the event at the newly landscaped backyard of the rectory. All are invited.

CALENDAR of EVENTS for WEEK OF AUGUST 27th:

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30th:

11:00 AM SARAH NEUMAN: Mass

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1st:

7:30 PM RMR: K of C Social Night

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd:

10:00 AM RMR: Baptism Preparation Class

FOOD BANK NEWS…

Please help!!! Our Food Bank is running very low on all kinds of non-perishable items. We greatly need: cereal, tomatoe sauce, canned fruits and vegetables, soup, coffee, tea, sugar, flour, pasta. Thank you in advance for ally our generosity to our Food Bank throughout the year and especially, at this time of the year.

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS…

Anyone who would like to help with the coffee for Father Nahas, please call Mary Haney at 833-2251.

CAR RAFFLE TICKETS

We are selling raffle tickets for the Lexus or $30,000 after all the Sunday masses. Stop by the back of Church and take one or two or even more tickets. Maybe yours will be the winning one!!! 

THE CATHOLIC WIDOWS and WIDOWERS

Cordially invite all

Widows and Widowers 

To attend the

Monthly Mass at 7:00 PM for Deceased Spouses

Followed by the Monthly Meeting

Monday, August 28th
St. Pius X Parish Hall

Scarsdale, NY 10538

For more information, please call 948-4682

KNIGHTS of COLUMBUS NEWS…

Reserve your foursome. Our Annual Golf outing will be held on Monday, September 25th, at the Pelham Split Rock Golf Club, shot gun start at 12:30 pm, dinner at the Davenport, at 7:00 pm. Golf, cart, lunch, beverages, prizes, cocktail hour, buffet dinner with open bar; all for only $150. Bring a foursome if you can or come alone or with a friend and we will make the foursome. Call Craig Skolnick to reserve your spot: 212-319-0871 or 235-2264

We need your support so we can continue the good work of our council; sponsor a golf hole at our golf outing for only $125.00. You can also show your support by sponsoring the golf carts, cocktail hour or golf prize. This is a great way to give to our council or to advertise your business; contact Craig Skolnick to reserve your hole sponsorship or for more information. Thank you

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS…

We are looking for a few good…Catholics!

There are over 550 children of our parish who attend classes once a week to learn about their Catholic faith. Would you volunteer to teach them or to be a catechist assistant? We are currently arranging classes for Sunday (gr. K – 8), 10:10 to 11:10am, Wednesday (gr. 1 – 5), 2:50 – 4:00pm and Wednesday evening (gr. 6 – 8), 7:30 – 8:30pm.

This is a wonderful way to share your own faith – to spread the love of Christ! Please prayerfully consider this ministry. Then call 834-4597 to set up an appointment.

REGISTRATION

Welcome to new parishioners with school children from grades Kindergarten through grade 8! There are registration forms for new students in the manila envelope outside the Religious Education office or call 834-4597.

We have received only about two thirds of the re-registration forms for this year. Please do this ASAP as we are currently forming all of the classes. (To families already n the program: your new kindergarteners or first graders should be added to the back of a re-registration form.)

PARENTS of KINDERGARTNERS

All parishioners of Kindergarten age are welcome to our Sunday morning Religious Education class! Children learn about god through arts and crafts, song and story-telling We start at 10:10 AM so you have time to attend Mass at 9:00 (or Noon!) as a family.

STS. JOHN and PAUL SCHOOL BAND

Please consider having your child participate in the school band. Instrumental music is an important part of education. Students will bring home information sheets in September. Band is available to all Sts. John and Paul School students in grades 3 – 8.

HALLOWEEKEND FAMILY FESTIVAL

Circle your calendars for the weekend of October 27th, 28th, and 29th. The Halloweekend Family Festival Committee is working very diligently on bring the parish another wonderful event for all ages – a dance for the young people, a 5K Run, pony rides, face painting, games and, of course, a spectacular Cabaret. So plan your weekend now so that you and your family can be part of a memorable Saints John and Paul Parish happening.

THE PASTOR’S COLUMN

Last Tuesday while attending an archdiocesan meeting I was greeted by Monsignor Desmond Vella, the Judicial Vicar who presides over the Metropolitan Tribunal. This office assists those in the Catholic community who have experienced the tragedy of divorce and seek the church’s judgment as to whether or not an annulment is possible. Over the decades this church leader has volunteered the opinion that it is regrettable that so many of our co-religionists do not approach their parish priests or the dedicated staff of the tribunal. How many good people because of misinformation about this process or because of lack of knowledge concerning the theology of marriage find themselves unable to participate in the sacramental life of the church! Perhaps in these lines we might address some common areas of concern.

According to the Code of Canon Law a catholic is obliged to be married before a priest or deacon and two other witnesses. As a member of the church he or she is required if the other party is not a catholic to receive permission or dispensation. Permission is necessary if he or she is a baptized Christian. Dispensation is necessary if he or she is a non-baptized individual. The granting of both is dependent upon the declaration of the catholic person that they will continue to be faithful and to do all in their power to see to it that the children the might have are baptized and raised as Catholics. The church considers it absolutely necessary that the non-catholic knows of this commitment on the part of their fiancé. (The discussion concerning the faith formation of the offspring of the sacred union is not one that can be postponed until after the wedding day. Its resolution during engagement certainly contributes to the maturing of a fruitful relationship.) If, for whatever reason, one had a prior civil or religious non-catholic ceremony and that experience ended in divorce then a simple declaration of nullity can be sought on the basis that the catholic had not fulfilled their obligation. This is a document driven process, which can be cared for in a short time. (One should note, however that it is possible to obtain a further dispensation which permits a suspension of the canonical form for serious reasons and recognizes as valid a marriage officiated by one other than a priest or deacon. For instance, for the sake of family harmony, a minister whose daughter is the bride can preside at that ceremony.)

When a catholic has celebrated his or her marriage according to the church’s ritual it is necessary for the formal process of annulment to take place before the union can be denied as valid. Too many times we hear statements that wrongly propose that one must be wealthy in order for the petition to be heard or it is impossible to receive an annulment because of the length of time in which the relationship has lasted or because of the existence of children. First, the offering that is asked by the Tribunal is $1,000. If this amount is a hardship then with the assistance of ones parish priest if can be suspended partially or fully. Justice will not be denied because of a lack of funds. (This amount assists in paying for the Tribunal’s personnel and office costs such as printing. The majority of the expenses are paid by the receipts from the cardinal’s appeal.) A marriage which has had a longer existence then another deserves the same serious examination to discern whether impediments existed at it formation and remained over the duration. There is no magic number of years after which there is an automatic assumption about its validity and sacramentality. Every couple must be open to the possibility to children in their marriage but the fact that a woman becomes pregnant does not cause the church to deny the fact that the union could be fatally flawed. To look at the question from a different perspective: as church or society we do not deem that a pregnant woman is by that fact married to the father of the child. (At this point it should be noted that the marriage of two non-Catholics has a presumed validity. Therefore, if the non-catholic so involved wants to enter a union with a catholic after leaving the first marriage they must go through this formal process as well. It would be presumptive for the church to deny the existence of a valid union between two people who are not bound by the catholic form of marriage.

The process begins by speaking to a priest in the parish. Each rectory has packets of forms and information, which orients the petitioner. (This is not an adversarial proceeding as a civil divorce is. The persons seeking relief is simple called the “petitioner” and the other party “the respondent”.) At this point is impossible to say whether or not the Catholic is deserving of an annulment. The judgment of “morally certain” of a  synodal judge can only be giving after all testimony and evidence has been evaluated. The petitioners own biographical account is crucial. It contains details of ones childhood, social history, courtship, marriage, and eventual breakup. The expectations we have concerning our adulthood and relationships come out of earliest experiences of family life. When we remember our parents what do we recall about them? Were the attentive to us and to each other? Were there incidents of abuse? Did either of them suffer from addictive tendencies? Were they divorced or did they live together for decades in icy solitude? Did the family experience and traumatic events: loss of parent of sibling, bankruptcy, geographic moves, victim of crime? Though these issued at first blush tangential they are very consequential since the seeds of our personhood are though planted early have a life-long effect. One’s socialization can have a bearing on one’s future choices of a mate. Did the petitioner find it easy to make friends or were they painfully shy? In the time that they first met were one of both out of a prior romance at a short time? How long did they date before engagement? How many times would they meet per week? What did they discuss so that they might have knowledge of each other? 

We will continue our exploration of this important topic next week. Thank you for all the prayers. Please continue them as I remember you and your families.
Jesus vivat,

Fr. Brian

