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HEALTH CARE REFORM – SEPTEMBER 2009 
 

 Health care reform is a long held concern within the Diocese of Rochester and of the United State 
Catholic Conference of Bishops. A public policy tri-fold, entitled “Health Care Reform” was distributed 
last month.  It was produced by the Diocese of Rochester.  This tri-fold articulated concerns about health 
care reform bills now before Congress as well as actions that were taken on the bills prior to the summer 
congressional recess.  (Extra tri-folds can be found in the back of church) 
 
 Misleading claims are being made by various groups both supporting and opposing different bills, 
which in any case keep changing.  Media reporting is wrought with error and omission on the bills’  actual 
content and on the words of Congressional representatives and the President.  Few of our parishioners have 
the time or the resources to read the entirety of proposed law; follow votes on amendments in Congress; 
and/or ferret out distortions in reporting. 
 
 For tunately the United States Catholic Conference of Bishops announced the creation of a 
special web page dedicated to providing clar ity on the US Bishops’  position on health care reform.  
The address is 

www.usccb.org/healthcare/ 
 

 Select videos are also available at   
youtube.com/usccb  

 

Visitors to the site are encouraged to explore all the posted items for a comprehensive understanding of the 
bishops’  criteria for positive and legitimate health care reform. These criteria are grounded in the larger 
body of Catholic Social Teaching and include:  
 
·  Respect for human life and dignity from conception to natural death 
·  Access for all with a special concern for the poor and legal immigrants 
·  Preserving pluralism including freedom of conscience and variety of options 
·  Restraining costs and applying them equitably across the spectrum of payers. 
 
Action alerts, news releases, letters from bishops and other information are linked.   New information will 
be added as it becomes available.  
 
We strongly encourage our parishioners and other members of the community to visit the website and take 
appropriate action.  In the eloquent words of Bishop William F. Murphy,  
 

“Genuine health care reform that protects the life and dignity of all is a  
moral imperative and a vital national obligation" 

 
Most of the parishioners in our St. Dominic �  St. Felix �  St. Francis Cluster are represented by  
  
Representative Eric Massa  Senator Charles Schumer  Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
Pittsford Office:   Rochester Office:   Rochester Office:  
1 Grove Street, Suite 101  100 State Street, Room 3040  100 State Street, Room 3040 
Pittsford, NY 14534   Rochester, NY 14614   Rochester, NY 14614 
Phone: 585 218 0040            Phone: 585 263 5866   Phone: 585 263-6250 
E-mail: http://massa.house.gov/  E-mail: http://schumer.senate.gov/ Email: http://gillibrand.senate.gov/ 
 
Thank you for your ongoing activities of faithful citizenship. 


