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Camper expected little, had amazing experience
B y Je ff G ra h a m

Before he went to his first 

Western Canada Chinese Catholic 

Living Camp last year, Simon Tse 

said, he didn’t think he would 

enjoy himself. He had a desire for 

God, and knew it was important 

to connect with other like-minded 

Catholics, but he was sceptical 

that he would enjoy spending 

four days growing in relationship 

with God and with other people of 

Chinese descent.

“I moved back to Vancouver 

after going to school in the East, 

and thought I would give the camp 

a try,” he said. “I didn’t expect 

much, but I really had an amazing 

experience. I met a number of 

people within my parish that I saw 

every Sunday and never bothered 

to talk to, but the camp helped me 

connect with them really well.”

WCCCLC runs during the 

Labour Day weekend every year. 

This year the camp will be held at 

Charis Camp in Chilliwack from 

Aug. 31 to Sept. 3 with the theme 

Journey of Happiness: Attitude or 

Gratitude. Father Lucas Chan, SJ, 

of Hong Kong will be the keynote 

speaker.

The general themes of the 

camp involve discussion about 

happiness, being grateful, and 

having the right attitude toward 

life. The camp will also include 

adoration of the Holy Eucharist, 

daily Mass, Taize prayer, and 

reconciliation. The primary 

language used will be Cantonese.

“I wouldn’t miss this camp for 

other Labour Day festivities,” said 

Simon. “The camp is so relaxing, 

and you get so much more out 

of it than you do with a regular 

vacation.”

He explained that after the 

WCCCLC, participants come 

back refreshed.

“The idea is that we’re getting 

away from the city, away from 

everyday life, to focus on growing 

our relationship with God 

together as a Chinese Catholic 

community. We’re hoping to re-

energize the people who come 

so they can go back and energize 

their parishes.”

At the camp participants 

share with each other spiritually, 

participate in Christian community 

life, and learn about Chinese 

culture.

The early-bird price for the 

camp is $155 for students and $180 

for working adults. The early-bird 

deadline is July 15. The regular 

rate for the camp is $195, and 

registration can be done online at 

www.catholic-church.org/wccclc/. 

General inquiries are taken at 

wccclc.info@gmail.com. q
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Dissertation in Rome has local audience
When Msgr. Gregory Smith 

presented his doctoral dissertation 

last week at the Gregorian 

U niversity in R ome, he ended up 

with more than he’d bargained 

for.

Archbishop Michael Miller, 

recently named Coadjutor 

Archbishop of Vancouver, attended 

the event.

“It’s a rare privilege for a foreign 

student to have a bishop from his 

own diocese attending a doctoral 

defence,” Msgr. Smith said, “but 

it was also a bit nerve-wracking, 

since Archbishop Miller speaks 

Italian much better than I do!”

The new coadjutor bishop may 

have made the candidate slightly 

nervous, but his presence can only 

have helped, since Msgr. Smith’s 

work was praised by the members 

of the examining panel, who also 

approved its publication.

The dissertation, entitled The 

Canonical Visitation of P arishes, 

studies the practice of formal visit 

to parishes by bishops, from the 

origin of the practice to the present 

day, and includes a survey of all 

Canadian bishops.

After Msgr. Smith had defended 

his dissertation, Archbishop Miller 

offered a Mass of thanksgiving 

with Msgr. Smith concelebrating. 

Also present were fellow students 

of Msgr. Smith, including residents 

of the P ontifical Canadian College, 

and the rector of the college, Father 

Charles Langlois.

Along with the new coadjutor 

bishop, Donald Smith, the 

Canadian ambassador to the Holy 

See, and his wife Betty Ann Smith 

were guests of honour at a dinner 

held the same evening.

Msgr. Smith is to return to 

Vancouver in August as pastor 

of Christ the R edeemer P arish in 

West Vancouver. q
M s g r. G re g o ry S m ith

July 

9-27 St. Mark’s College Summer 
Institute. Info on courses: 

www.stmarkscollege.ca or registrar@st-
markscollege.ca or 604-822-4463.

13 Fr. Craig Scott’s 25th anniversary 
dinner, Archbishop Carney School, 

1335 Dominion Ave., Port Coquitlam, 6 
p.m. Tickets $40, St. Clare’s office, 604-
941-4800.

14 Workshop on functions of singers, 
musicians in liturgy; 9:30 a.m. - 

5:30 p.m., St. Mark’s College, 5935 Iona 
Dr., UBC. Registration $50 includes lunch, 
refreshments. Info: Dr. Marjorie Budnikas, 
604-822-4463.

16 Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, 
7 p.m. Mass, Fr. John Horgan with 

the Discalced Carmelite Fathers. Guardian 
Angels Church, 2261 Broughton St., Van. 
Reception to follow.

27-29 Catholic Engaged Encoun-
ter weekend, helping en-

gaged couples understand the sacrament of 
marriage and their vocation. Register: www.
ceewest.com or 604-451-3300.

September

14 Vancouver College Class of 1982 
reunion, 7 p.m., college alumni 

room. Info: Ronald Rogers, ronald_rogers@
timeinc.com.

14-16 Married couples’ retreat 
directed by Fr. Paul Curtin, 

CSsR, Westminster Abbey, Mission, $295/
couple. To register: Anne, 604-464-1958, 
or Marg, 604-921-7136.

22 Our Lady of Mercy Family Day and 
Multicultural Fair, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

free admission. Info: Paul Cunha, 604-524-
4486.

24-Dec 3 Volunteer train-
ing by Domestic 

Abuse Services, Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Society. Ten Monday evenings, 7 - 9 p.m., 
Immaculate Conception Parish, 8842 119 
St., Delta; 604-640-7549; out of town, 1-
888-833-7733.

28-29 Catholic Charismatic 
Conference with Ralph 

Martin. Archbishop Roussin to offer Mass 
Sat., 5 p.m. Tickets $10 from 604-597-
8227 or fireblade@shaw.ca.

 W hat’s On


