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Monday,  February 15 
 Weekday  
 NO MASS 

Tuesday, February 16 

 Weekday 

 Mass 5:30pm Dennis Knoll  

 (Gene & Ramona Arndorfer) 

Wednesday,  February 17 

 Ash Wednesday 

 Mass 8:45am  Harry Cheever (Pauline) 

 Mass 6:00pm  Ken Gilbreath  

 (Mike & Martha Gerrib) 

Thursday, February 18 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 7:30am Bob Fridmanski  

 (Don & Sonna Hall)  

Friday, February 19 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 7:30am Yolanda Cook (Legion Aux.) 

Saturday, February 20 

 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

 Mass 4:30pm:  Leo & Mary Smith 

 (John & Norma) 

Sunday, February 21 

 FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT  

 Mass:  8:00am: St. Mary’s Parishioners  

 Mass: 10:30am: Ron Ryback  

 (Nick & BarbaraCole) 

ST. MARY’S SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
 

February 7, 2010 
 

Sunday Collection  $4,970.35   Thank You 
 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
Sunday, February 14 

CCD                              9:00-10:15am             School 
 

Tuesday, February 16 
Choir Practice              6:00pm                   Choir Loft 

 

Evening Rosary:  Sunday-Friday 6:00pm 

Before 4:30pm Saturday Mass 

 

 Continued from Page 3 
w i t h  m a n y  m e m b e r s  o n  a  f i x e d  i n c o m e . 
On January 24, 2010, I met with our parish Finance Council and 
members of the St. Mary’s of Westville Foundation and presented 
to them our situation. On Jan. 25, 2010, I made what will be a 
yearly “State of the Parish” address to our parishioners and 
school parents. The PowerPoint and talk were both placed on our 
parish website for those who could not attend. Bishop, I 
encourage you to view the PowerPoint for an overview of our 
situation here at St. Mary’s but in any event it is dire for our 
school. (www.stmarys-westville.org.) On Feb. 10th, I will be 
meeting with our School Teachers and our school Education 
Committee. I would at that time like to inform them of your 
permission to close St. Mary’s Grade School. 
 
Bishop, it is with a heavy heart that I request this of you. As you 
know, priests were not ordained to be closing grade schools but 
we were ordained to be Christ in the midst of sorrow and pain 
which will be happening as we come to accept both your decision 
and the inevitable that St. Mary’s Grade School is no longer 
viable. The efficient cause is simple....no children. The first cause 
is the habitual contraception and sterilization mentality of a good 
portion of married Catholic Christians--in short the culture of 
death. The final cause is the closure of Catholic Schools and 
parishes. Bishop, we need your leadership to address the 
contraception/abortion/sterilization mentality in as a forceful a 
way as soon as possible. This was my recommendation to the 
Meitler Study and it is my recommendation to you for the good of 
the Diocese of Peoria. May God Bless you in your ministry as our 
Bishop. Sincerely yours in Christ Jesus and Mary, 
Fr. Timothy J. Sauppé, pastor 

Mass Servers: 
Saturday 2/20 4:30pm 

 Dudich, Hall, M Winn 

Sunday 2/21 8:00am 

  L/E Toole, E Melecosky 

Sunday 2/21  10:30am 

 Gondry, Greene, Barfell  

Eucharistic Ministers for 2/20, 2/21 
 

Saturday ............... 4:30pm ........... Chernausky 

Sunday .................. 8:00am .............. Melecosky 

Sunday ................. 10:30am ...................... Keil 

Lectors for the Month of February 
Saturday ............... 4:30pm ................... Moffitt 

Sunday .................. 8:00am .................... Puzey 

Sunday ................. 10:30am .................... Levin 

The Women’s Care Clinic has an opening for a part time 

Client Advocate.  The position is a 20 hour week from 12:30-
4:30pm Tues-Fri and 4-8pm on Mondays.  Interested persons 
should submit an application, available at Women’s Care Clinic, 
with three non-family references (plus a Pastoral reference).  
Application dead line is February 17. 
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REGULATIONS FOR LENT AND  

THE EASTER TRIDUUM 
 

1. Lent is the principal season of penance in the 
Christian year.  Priests, religious and laity are 

strongly urged to develop and follow a program of 
voluntary self-denial, attentiveness to prayer, and 

especially to works of charity and mercy. 
2. Everyone of 14 years of age or over is bound to 

abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday, February 17, 

and all Fridays of Lent. 
3. Everyone 18 years of age and under 59 years of age 

is bound to fast on Ash Wednesday, February 17 and 
Good Friday, April 2. 

4. On these two days of fast and abstinence, Ash 

Wednesday and Good Friday, only one full meatless 
meal is allowed.   Two other meatless meals, 

sufficient to maintain strength, may be taken 
according to each one’s needs, but together they 

should not equal another full meal.  Eating between 
meals is not permitt4ed on these two days, but 

liquids including milk and fruit juices are allowed.  

When health or ability to work would be seriously 
affected, the law does not oblige. 

5. To disregard completely the law of fast and 
abstinence is a serious matter. 

 

NURSES CORNER 
 

As we begin the holy season of Lent on Ash Wednesday, 

Feb. 17th, we will again begin our spiritual journey to 
various shrines.  Sign up sheets for decades of the Rosary 

are at each church entrance.  Each decade counts as a 
mile traveled.  Please help us to several shrines.  Next 

weeks’ bulletin will list the shrines.  Thank you and God 

Bless you for participating in this prayerful journey. 

Open Letter to Bp. Jenky, C.S.C Diocese of Peoria:  

Dear Bp. Jenky: God’s peace and joy be yours in Christ Jesus & 
Mary! I am writing to you for your permission to close our grade 
school which has served St. Mary’s in Westville and Vermilion 
County for most of the last century. Here is a narrative of the 
efforts that were made to keep this from happening. 
 
I was appointed pastor in June of 2008. Becoming aware of the 
financial problems at St. Mary’s Church and St. Mary’s Grade 
School I presented a parish & school wide PowerPoint presenta-
tion in the Fall of 2008. With the help of Br. William, I covered 
the demographic & financial aspects with the final question of 
whether our grade school can remain viable for the 2009-2010 
school year. Additionally, as you know, St. Mary’s has an 
independent Foundation which in 2008 controlled $485,000. In 
April of that year, the Foundation of St. Mary’s made the 
decision to not go below $400,000 for the sake of the future of 
St. Mary’s parish. Prior to that decision, the Foundation had paid 
out nearly half of million dollars over four years mainly for the 
benefit of our school. In Feb. of 2009 I met with both the parish 
Finance Council and St. Mary’s School Education Committee. A 
budget was presented that was lean and doable--provided that we 
accomplish three objectives in the second half of 2009 viz., to 
pay off our ADA, recruit new students, and fundraise. 
In a two month fundraising campaign St. Mary’s Grade School 
raise $65,000 that was reserved only for the 2009-2010 school 
year. (We needed to raise double that amount, $120,000, to 
break even!) With $65,000 in hand and in the bank, I made the 
decision last April that if we closed the school it would split the 
parish. On the other hand, if we continue to go ahead with the 
above goals fulfilled we may have a chance of continuing for 
another year. However, it was made evident that if we cannot 
make it financially, St. Mary’s School would have to close. 
As to the above three goals, only one was met--our 2009 ADA 
commitment to the Diocese. In the previous years, St. Mary’s 
has always seen a substantial shortfall to our ADA goal. (The 
remainder of which was picked up by St. Mary’s Foundation.) 
So making our ADA goal of $32,653 was a big success for our 
parish. However on the other two goals, we fell far short. We not 
only did not increase our enrollment but we lost six (but have 
since gained back three students). As to our fundraising, St. 
Mary’s school, like all schools, is trying every available avenue 
and we have increased our events to 20--8 over last year’s 
number. Even with this increase in our fundraising we will be 
short for the year of around $50,000. We currently only have 
five in Kindergarten & according to the Meitler Study, 
Vermilion County will see a decrease in population of 10% 
every year until 2020.  Additionally, Vermilion Co. is on the 
poverty watch list for the State of Illinois. Our area has lost a 
number of good paying union jobs for various auto makers. As a 
result, St. Mary’s is an older parish…….. 
C o n t i n u e d  o n  P a g e  2 ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Attention all practicing Catholics:  If you or someone you 
know would be interested in serving on the Board of Trustees of 

the new Schlarman Catholic Academy please consult SHS 
website ( http://www.schlarman.com) for more information. 
 

March 4: All parishioners, school parents and grandparents are 
invited to an Intergenerational Lenten Soup Supper.  Time to 
be announced. 
 

Holy Week/Easter schedule:  Holy Thursday, 7:00pm; Good 

Friday, 3:00pm; Easter Vigil, 8:00pm; Easter Sunday, 8:00 & 
10:30am. 
 

Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery requests all winter decorations be 
removed by March 15 to avoid being  removed by cemetery staff.   
 

Resurrection Cemetery requests all winter decorations be 
removed by March 1.  No new decorations until April 1.  

The Labor Day Celebration Cookbook containing 650 

recipes, has been sent to the publishers.  It is anticipated that we 
will have the cookbooks for Mother’s Day.  Contact Judy at 267
-3121, Mary Ann at 267-2442, or Wilma at 260-1384 to pre-
order.  The cookbooks will sell for $10.  What a bargain!! 


