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The Desert Experience…a Carmelite Commitment

1. Kuwait – General Information

The State of Kuwait in an Islamic Independent State in the Arabian Peninsula. The present population of Kuwait according to the latest census is a little more than 2 million of which Kuwaiti citizens only make up 35% Expatriates 65%. 

During the last 50 years Kuwait has seen a rapid development due to the oil revenues. Kuwait is one of the major exporters of oil, with very big oil wells reserve. Kuwait has an elected parliament and is ruled by an Emir. The present Emir is His Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al Sabah ruling since 1978. Since its liberation from its Iraqi invasion and occupation in February 1991 Kuwait has recovered substantially although it remains vigilant due to the unpredictable President Saddam Hussein still in power.

2. Apostolic Mission

The number of Christians presently in Kuwait after 55 years or so since its modest beginnings is roughly 200,000. The catholic community largely made up of Asians from India, the Phillipines, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Pakistan and Arab Christians from Lebanon, Egypt, Jordan, Palestine and Syria make up roughly 60.000 to 70.000. The catholic community has only 3 localities for worship - Two churches recognized and one public chapel known to the local authorities. The first church was built in Ahmadi by Kuwait Oil Co. in 1952 and is dedicated to our Lady of Arabia. The second church the cathedral dedicated to the Holy Family in the desert was built in Kuwait City in 1960. The public chapel in Salmiya is in use since the 1960’s, which can be considered as a good size parish. 

In these three places of Public Worship different church groups hold their activities; like prayer groups, Legion of Mary (established in 1947), Couples for Christ, Catechism classes, Marriage preparation courses, Cultural and Social activities, Church choirs and others.

THE CLERGY   
The present number of clergy is 10 priests including one Maronite, Bishop and one permanent deacon. We have a Patriarchal Vicar for the Greek Catholic community (not very large) with a separate chapel and residence.

THE APOSTOLIC NUNCIATURE (HOLY SEE)
On June 28th 2001, His Holiness Pope John Paul II appointed Monsignor Giuseppe De Andrea as Apostolic Nuncio to Kuwait, Yemen and Bahrain, and Apostolic Delegate for the Arabian Peninsula, raising him at the same time to the episcopacy as Titular Archbishop of Anzio. 

Archbishop-Mounged El-Hachem is now Chargé d'Affaires of the Apostolic Nunciature to Kuwait, Yemen and Bahrain, and of the Apostolic Delegation for the Arabian Peninsula, is now raised to the rank of Apostolic Nuncio (i.e. Ambassador) of His Holiness Pope John Paul II to the Countries of Kuwait, Yemen and Bahrain, and of Apostolic Delegate of His Holiness for the church in the Countries of the Arabian Peninsula which do not have diplomatic relations with the Holy See (Qatar, United Arab Emirates, Oman and Saudi Arabia). 

LITURGICAL CELEBRATIONS & POPULAR DEVOTIONS 
Large crowds attend the church services (the mass in different languages and different rites). The liturgy of the Sunday mass is held on Friday (since Friday is the day off for the majority in this Muslim State), on Saturday evening and on Sundays in spite of the fact that Sunday is a working day. During certain seasons of the Liturgical year like Christmas, New Year, Holy week, we use the two halls to accommodate the faithful since the cathedral becomes too small to accommodate all of them. The services are relayed from the main church to these halls through an Audio-Visual system. 

There is a profound faith in our faithful in the Blessed Eucharist. This is clearly seen on First Fridays of the month in the three places, in the monthly Eucharistic Night Vigil in the Cathedral and during the full day of Eucharistic adoration on First Fridays in Ahmadi. The same should be said regarding the deep devotion of our faithful to the Blessed Virgin Mary, both in our churches and their homes. The recitation of the Holy Rosary is still widely spread. The meditation of the Stations of the Cross during Lent is still kept very alive. Non-Christians (especially Buddhists and others) come to pray inside the church and in front of statue of Our Lady kept in the Cathedral compound; they offer saris, candles and gold articles. Many of our faithful still come to our priests to ask for special blessing on different occasions, for example blessing of children, religious objects of devotion, cars, etc. 

According to the last year statistics of the Vicariate we had 561 baptisms (out of which 35 adult baptism) and 149 marriages, First Holy Communions 349 and Confirmations 391. 

ECUMENISM 
Ecumenical relations between the Catholic Church and the Christian Churches and Christian Denominations present in Kuwait - Orthodox (Greek, Coptic, Armenian, Syrian Orthodox, Indian), Anglicans, Protestants, Presbyterians are good. Churches representatives meet with officials from government ministries and departments when needed. The Copt-Orthodox use one of our Churches regularly twice a week. 

Occasionally Indian Orthodox and Protestant are allowed to use our Church big hall. 

We and other Christians Churches in Kuwait do not have access to local television and radio stations. News regarding Christians in general and the Catholic Church in particular appear in the two local English papers and in some of the local Arabic papers. A Company registered as ABook House Co.@ is allowed to import religious books and religious material with the prior approval from censorship department of the Ministry of Information. We get supplies through the ABook House Co.@ for our Cathedral resource centre which is made available for our faithful Catholics.

 MEN AND WOMEN RELIGIOUS 
Two communities of Religious sisters run two schools. One for Indian children by the Apostolic Carmel Sisters from India with 2300 students, the other run by the Rosary Sisters (arab sisters) for arab children with strength of 3990 students and Indian English Academy School run by the Salesians Fathers with the strength of about 1400 students.
3. Our Apostolate 

Apostolic Carmel Vision of Education

The Education Imparted by the Apostolic Carmel is geared towards the total development of persons by instilling in them spiritual values and forming responsible citizens, equipped to work for the transformation of society.
 

History

Thirty-six years have sped by since Carmel School, took root on Kuwait soil. It was on March 27, 1969 that the pioneering band of four sisters of the Apostolic Carmel, - Srs. Fridolin, Irmina, Amelle and Felicita, Landed in Kuwait at the pressing invitation of the Indian expatriates in Kuwait and specially of the former Bishop of Kuwait - Msgr. Victor Sanmiguel O.C.D.

Carmel School, Kuwait suffered a terrible setback during the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. The school building which was occupied by the Iraqi army, was left totally devoid of all its belongings, the damage done to the School was colossal. Most of the equipment was either robbed or destroyed while the Sisters were away in the India during the occupation. However, after the liberation of Kuwait, and at the insistence of prominent Indians in Kuwait, the Sisters were invited back to restart the school. We would like to place on record the encouragement and the help rendered by our sponsor Mr. Hamad Al-Ateeqy, the Charge d'Affairs of the Indian Embassy, The Bishop of Kuwait and many well-wishers, without whose help we would not have been able to take the Herculean task of rebuilding the School. It was mainly faith in God that kept us going, as we restarted the School in August 1991, with just 250 students on roll, amidst the destruction, which awaited us at every corner.
The School

Today the School has come back to its original state and we are happy to mention, that we have over 2400 students studying in the Kindergarten, Primary, Secondary and Higher Secondary sections of our Co-educational institution. After the liberation of Kuwait, we were obliged to admit boys, since Carmel School was the First school to reopen in the whole of Kuwait. With the assistance of our 130 dedicated teaching, non-teaching and clerical staff, we have been able to maintain high standards in academics and all round development. Our first batch of ten students appeared for Std XII C.B.S.E. Board Examination in March 1993 and they achieved 100% success, with one student topping the Gulf Schools and securing 90.2% in the aggregate.
We are happy to offer our Students adequate facilities, a well-equipped Library, Computer, Physics, Chemistry, Biology laboratory and a Sports room with ample sports materials for the physical development of students.. Through regular Moral science classes, occasional Orientation, Counseling sessions, and other talks, we try to instill in our students respect for all religions, a love for lasting values and a service - oriented life. In this way, we seek the all round development of our students which the main aim of the education imparted by Carmel School.

Community Service

The basic goals of the Apostolic Carmel Sisters are: living the Carmelite spirit of solitude, prayer and communion with God. Current apostolates of the Sisters include
· Teaching of Catechism for senior Children in Salmiya chapel and Our Lady of Arabia Church Arabia.

· Teaching Catechism for children receiving First Holy Communion and Confirmation in the Cathedral.
· Visiting patients in homes and hospitals
· Teaching Moral Science in Carmel School.
· Carmel Blossoms - Providing orientation for novices who like to join the religious order.
· Teaching Catechism for maids working in the school.
· Provide guidance and counseling to maids, couples & singles. 
· Attending BCC meetings in 3 different zones having 8 units.
4. Needs & Problems

As God continues to bless us, helping us in holding aloft the torch of knowledge and proclaiming his message many needs and problems have been identified particular to our province.

Problems
· Broken Homes

· Inter-Marriages

· Very many seeking Annulment of their marriage

· Lack of Parental Care

· Children are exposed to unhealthy and unfit media

· All educational books used in school/library to comply with local authorities regulations

· Expatriate Domestic Women Work force (maids)  - These workers are subjected to long work hours, gross underpayment, inadequate rest periods, and improper diets. They commonly have their passports confiscated and are treated as indentured servants (they are not allowed to leave the house or contact anyone on the phone), and many times are subjected to physical and sexual harassment or assault.

5. CONCLUSION 

Almost the totality of our catholic faithful comes from the expatriate population in the State of Kuwait. Truly the ecclesial community in Kuwait like in the other Gulf States belongs to the A Pilgrim Church on the move. The witness/presence of such large Christian communities with members from different churches in Kuwait require very much our apostolate. We thank God for this marvellous desert experience and his countless blessings showered on our institution and us. 
