
 

At the last Parish Pastoral Council a great amount of time was spent discussing health and safety issues. 

The government has taken away most restrictions although a few still apply. The Church recommends we 

follow a few guide lines and we have decided to continue to be careful taking into consideration the high 

number of coronavirus cases and that our church attending people tend to be more vulnerable, older 

people. 

We will continue to use our masks, sanitise our hands and also the church after each service. 

We encourage all people to begin to return to mass but we will respect, as much as possible a one metre 

social distancing rule. Places will be marked out in the church for those still wishing to keep a respectful 

distance. 

We can sing with our masks on and a cantor can sing without a mask if separated by a reasonable dis-

tance. We are not sure if we will have an organist but we may begin to reintroduce singing slowly using 

music on CDs to accompany us. 

The outer door will be kept ajar and the front window open during services to create a circulation of air. 

As we are in an  enclosed space and recommendation is to  be there as a group too long we will continue 

to keep mass, as much as possible, to under 30 minutes leaving out the Responsorial Psalm, Second 

Reading, Gloria and Creed. 

The church will continue to be sanitised after each service. 

We can hand out paper as LONG AS IT IS TAKEN AWAY. If paper, touched by someone else is left, there 

is a danger of spreading the virus. If we do hand out paper copies people MUST take their copy with 

them. In general any paper will be handed out at the end of mass. Hymnbooks we can use as long as they 

are not used again for another 48 hours. 

At Requiem masses if there is a printed sheet it too will be distributed at the end of the service.                 

Unfortunately  coffins cannot be received the night before and cannot be carried in or out of the church. 

We will restrict our numbers to about 60 people. 

For the immediate future we will not use altar servers. 

Heating will be put on in the church about an hour or more in the colder weather. It was felt a waste of 

money to keep them on during the service if we deliberately have a flow of air. However, if it becomes 

very cold we could leave one heater on and people could sit nearer to that heater. 
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