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23 December 2021  May your Christmas be both mysterious and
ordinary | The Christmas Mass readings | The Holy Family (26 Dec)
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The mystery of Christmas
This year, as we wish you the peace and joy of Christmas, we would like to share with you
an article from the Thinking Faitharchive  by the late Gerard J. Hughes SJ, whom we lost
this year. He invited us to find, in the pictures on our Christmas cards and the presentation
of our cribs, something of both the simplicity and the mystery of the Incarnation, for which
our words are inadequate. Read >>  

Find more Christmas reading at thinkingfaith.org/tags/Christmas , or by following us on 
Facebook  and Twitter .  
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May the Spirit unite you, and all those you love, with our hidden God this Christmas.
Happy Christmas, from Thinking Faith.

From the archive: Christmas Day readings
Whichever Mass you attend on Christmas Day, virtually or in person, you'll find a
reflection on Thinking Faith about the readings that announce the birth of Christ: 

Vigil Mass: Explore the theological significance of Matthew's genealogy of Jesus ,
and, with Peter Edmonds SJ  and Nicholas King SJ , of his nativity story. 

Midnight Mass: Our Advent 2015
series explored the grand and evocative 
titles from Isaiah 9  that we will hear in our first
reading; and consider what we learn about God in
the picture gallery at which Luke invites us to gaze
in the gospel .  

Dawn Mass: Luke's Gospel  is our guide again;
and in our second reading we hear from the 
Letter to Titus . 

Christmas Day Mass:  We hear the familiar passage that opens John's Gospel : ‘In
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.’  
Read more >>

 

From the Thinking Faith archive for the feast of the Holy Family (26 Dec):

‘Saint Joseph and the Christ Child ’
‘Saint Joseph reminds us that those who appear hidden
or in the shadows can play an incomparable role in the
history of salvation,’ writes Pope Francis. James
Hanvey SJ finds Joseph stepping out of those shadows
and inviting us into the light of the Christ child in a
17th century painting.  Read >>

Mary and Joseph
Anthony Towey wonders how the ‘greatest story ever
told’ has acquired such a peaceful gloss, when in fact it
is riddled with disturbance and uncertainty. We turn
our gaze to two new parents and try to capture the
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faith, hope and love that sustained them in their
turmoil.  Read >>

What Would Joseph Do?
What can we learn about Joseph's fatherhood of Jesus
from the context in which Matthew tells us about the
birth of Christ?  Read >>

With best wishes,

The Editor
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