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 2021 
 First Sunday of Advent  

Par ish Pr iest :   Fr.  Mik e F rey ne  MHM  

      email:  stbernadette@dunkelddiocese.org.uk  

 Baingle Brae, Tullibody. FK10 2SG    Tel: 01259 213274

To comply with Covid restrictions there will be ushers at  
all Masses, please follow their instructions at all times.             

Please remember in your prayers those who are sick:  Alex Byrne, Nellie Gallon, Carly Mournian,    

Brendan Mary Gordon,   

Drs. Dianne & Mike Basquill, 

Cathy McCallum, Mary & Archie Galloway, Maureen McKay,  

Fr. John Callaghan, Bishop Stephen, Cathy Fox who is in hospital, and all those in the various nursing 

homes. Also pray for all those effected by coronavirus, carers, families, doctors, nurses and all who support  

them and us in any way.  

Avril McDermott and 

Dennis Hallahan,    

Ann Fergusson, John Neil, Fr. Tony McCarthy, Peter Doyle, John Mangan, Paul Stolarek, Wiktor Rapca, 

Gordon McNeil, Fr. Cosmas Ondari Omboto MHM and all those named on our November Lists.  

“If we put the #Gospel at the centre and bear witness to it with  
fraternal love, we will be able to look to the future with hope,  

whatever the tempests, great or small, we may experience today.”   

- Pope Francis @Pontifex - ( Nov 23, 2021·TweetDeck ) 

Parish Offerings 21st November 2021  

Gift Aided = £252.00  Non Gift Aided= £213.00  Total = £465.00  

£166.80  Education Special Collection  

SPECIAL COLLECTION TODAY FOR THE POOR MISSION FUND.    

http://www.catholic-church.org/stbernadettes/
mailto:stbernadette@dunkelddiocese.org.uk
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Gospel?src=hashtag_click
https://twitter.com/pontifex?lang=en


 

For information on the  
ongoing work of  Fr. Mike’s 
religious order  Mill Hill  
Missionaries:   Click Here 

HELP US SUPPORT  

THOSE  IN NEED.  

 

ACN Website:  

  http://www.acnuk.org/Reproduced with permission   from ACN © all rights reserved 

                                                                    FORTHCOMING EVENTS   -  Complete Advent Diary on next page. 

Children’s mass:  11.30am on the first Sunday of each month.  Children, especially from First Communion class, 

will do first reading, prayers of the faithful and offertory. (also Offertory collection when we restart it.) 

PPC Zoom mtg.    7.00pm on 1st Monday of each month.  
 

8 Dec 10.45am at St. Bernadette’s requiem Mass for Maria Kostelic recently died celebrated by Fr. Les (Polish mass).  
 

9 Dec. Thursday 12 noon Deanery meeting – Alloa 

15 Dec Wednesday 9.30am whole school Nativity mass & 20 Dec Monday  9.30 am whole school end of term mass.   

Observation: When school mass we only have 3 or 4 spaces for people who know the risk!! 

Saturday  
27th November 

 
                     5.30pm - Vigil Mass   

Sunday  
28th November 

                      8.30am - Morning Mass  &  11.30am - Mass 
                       5.00pm - Adoration, prayers & reflection   
                       6.30pm - Reception remains Tom Mack 

Monday 
29th  

November 

9.30am - Requiem Mass for Tom Mack, St. Bernadette’s.   
                  Restricted to 70 people for Health & Safety reasons. 
7.00pm - PPC – zoom meeting        

Tuesday 30th November NO PARISH SERVICES  

Wednesday 

1st December 

9.30am - School Mass, St. Bernadette’s   

6.00pm - PFC Zoom meeting  

Thurs  2nd December 9.30am - Morning Mass, St. Bernadette’s  

Friday  3rd December  7.00pm - Evening Mass. 

Saturday  
4th December 

 9.30am - Morning mass.             
 

                      5.30pm - Vigil Mass 

Sunday  
5th December 

                      8.30am - Morning Mass  &   11.30am - Mass 
                       5.00pm - Adoration, prayers & reflection 

2nd Sunday 
of  

 Advent 

 

 

 
“I have had time to journey with them and  
reflect with them, on the issues. I find myself  
now understanding that, “the Name of Jesus is  
written on the forehead of people who are HIV+”.  
They bear the wounds of suffering, of stigma and  
often rejection.” - ( Fr. John Sherrington CP Provincial of the  
                        Passionists of England & Wales, 4th December 2011)  
 

More from Justice & Peace Scotland at:  
 

  

1st Sunday 
of  

 Advent 

 
 

 

https://millhillmissionaries.com/
https://www.thinkingfaith.org/
http://www.acnuk.org/
http://www.justiceandpeacescotland.org.uk/


ADVENT - CHRISTMAS  - 2021 
St. BERNADETTE’S, TULLIBODY 

 

 

 

All Sundays of ADVENT 5pm Adoration, prayers & reflection 

 

CONFESSIONS:  8.45am -9.15 am BEFORE WEEKDAY MASS                                                

   ( Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Sat of Christmas week ) 

 

15 Dec      Wed 9.30am - School mass with nativity play 

20 Dec  Monday 9.30am - School end of term mass 

          7.00pm - Blues Mass 

21 Dec   Tues   7.00pm - Ecumenical service (St. Bernadettes) 

22 Dec  Wed    9.30am - Mass  

                               7.00pm - Penitential Service 

23 Dec  Thurs 9.30am - Mass  

 

24 Dec  Fri 5.30pm - Christmas vigil mass 

         8.00pm - Christmas vigil mass 

25 Dec  Sat 8.30am - Christmas mass 

         11.30am - Christmas mass 

 

26 Dec  Sun   8.30am - mass 

     11.30am - mass 

 

27 Dec  Mon 9.30am - mass  

   Tues no mass 

29 Dec  Wed   9.30am - mass 

30 Dec  Thurs 9.30am - mass 

31 Dec  Fri 7pm - New Year’s Eve mass 

 

1 Jan  Sat 9.30am - New Year’s Mass 

                             5.30pm - Vigil mass 

2 Jan  Sun  8.30am - mass 

    11.30am - mass 

The relics of St. Bernadette are to tour the dioceses  

of England, Scotland and Wales in autumn 2022  

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION 

https://www.indcatholicnews.com/news/43509?fbclid=IwAR0vANslIMEI_cFO-8DnClJJrHG_vkEHkutj0V0eU7AEeQxnvNtA-KCz4Fw


Las Posadas 

Las Posadas, is a popular devotion best known for being celebrated in Mexico and Latin America...                              

Beginning nine days before Christmas, Las Posadas re-enacts Mary and Joseph's journey to find shelter and protec-

tion. During the procession, community members representing Mary and Joseph traditionally walk through the 

neighbourhood and knock on doors asking for shelter. They are turned away from two homes before they are wel-

comed into the "inn," a home that provides food, shelter and companionship to everyone during the celebration.  

While this brief summary cannot capture the richness of this tradition, and though las Posadas will be celebrated 

differently this year due to COVID-19, the message is clear: We are called to make space this Advent for God and 

for our neighbours.  

In our journey of Advent simplicity, the innkeeper reminds us by inviting Mary, Joseph and Jesus into their humble 

home that we already have what we need to invite God into our homes and our lives, and whatever prevents us 

from doing that needs to be relinquished.  

Are you ready to welcome Jesus into your home this Advent? What distracts or prevents you from making space to 

welcome this most important guest? Consider how consumerism and material goods, technology, overconsump-

tion of the news, busyness, clutter, how you spend your time, or any other disordered attachments might be 

getting in the way of preparing your physical home or your spiritual home - your soul - to welcome God and your 

neighbour in the coming days. 

COLLECTION FOR OUR ADVENT PROJECT  
As we did last year, again this year we will try to help those in our own  
immediate area who are struggling due to the pandemic.                                        
During Advent and on Christmas day we will be collecting food, goods 
and cash donations for  “THE GATE” Foodbank.  

This is an opportunity to give a little of ourselves in whatever way we can to help others with greater needs. We 
ask parents to take this opportunity to explain Christmas, how lucky children are receiving presents, that we thank 
God for our blessings and share with those in need. There will be more information throughout Advent in the 
newsletter, the parish website and on notice boards. Please read and explain thoroughly to our children.  
 

 “These days there is a lot of poverty in the world, and that's a scandal  
when we have so many riches and resources to give to everyone.  
We all have to think about how we can become a little poorer.” 

 - (Pope Francis)  

Fr. Mike  

“And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction.” 

In practise we only have about 5 or 6 people who have been ill for a long time, before Covid, and were una-

ble to come to mass. These are supported by weekly communion and every few months with the Sacrament 

of the Anointing of the Sick. However, during this pandemic we have many, many people who are not totally 

housebound but are, quite rightly, being extremely cautious in coming to church. In an enclosed space our 

fragility becomes even more vulnerable and we need to protect ourselves. Many of us probably know these 

people. However, we do not have an “official” list and many may like to receive communion near Christmas 

and celebrate the Sacrament of the Sick. If we know in advance during Advent, we can make a special effort for them to be 

visited, receive communion and be anointed. For Health and Safety reasons we are advised to visit only one a day. 

If you are one of these people, or know of someone, please contact Fr. Mike or hand in name, address and contact 

details, as soon as possible, to someone at the back of the church. We will do our best to reach out to you.             

This year to mid-November THE GATE has provided 86,646 meals and 1895 food parcels.  
They have also helped support 969 families, 4,124 people and 1,786 children. 



Pastoral Letter to the Catholics of Scotland 

On the Season of Christmas 

And the Restoration of the Mass Obligation in the Dioceses of Scotland  

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

Christ is born for us, come let us adore him.  

Christmas is approaching. It is an occasion to renew our family life, to reach out to the lonely and to cele-

brate the core of our faith: Emmanuel, God with us.   

We have all experienced the negative impact the pandemic has had on our common liturgical celebra-

tions and our access to the Sacraments, especially the Eucharist. Now that more people are attending 

church, the Bishops of Scotland want to encourage all the Catholic faithful to renew their covenant with 

the Church and her worship. Christmas seems the right time to do this. We remember how the shepherds 

said to each other: “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing which has happened, which the Lord 

has made known to us” (Lk 2:15). The Child in the manger calls to us to go with them.  

Christmas Day this year falls on a Saturday. It will be followed immediately by the feast of the Holy Family 

on the Sunday. We therefore strongly encourage you to take advantage of the celebrations of that week-

end by attending Mass on both days, or at least once.   

We have often been asked about reinstating the obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of 

obligation. In our fluid situation, this is not an easy judgment to make. Thanks, however, to the effort and 

good sense of so many, our churches have proven to be safe places. So, saving any serious worsening of 

the situation, we believe that Christmastide provides an opportune moment to restore the obligation.   

The obligation to attend Mass on Sundays and Holydays of Obligation will therefore be reinstated from 

Sunday 2nd January, the first of the new year. That Sunday coincides with the Solemnity of the Epiphany 

of the Lord. It will be an occasion for us to join the wise men in offering worship to the Infant Jesus.  

In accordance with the common teaching of the Church this obligation does not bind those in ill health or 

those otherwise impeded from attending Mass. Nor, in the context of Covid, does it bind those showing 

symptoms of the virus or with underlying health conditions, or those with responsibilities for people in 

need of special care.   

The obligation to keep the Lord’s Day holy by attending Mass should not be seen as a burden. It is a sum-

mons addressed to our human freedom and to the heart of every baptised member of the Church. “There 

is within me”, said St Ignatius of Antioch, “a murmur of living water which says, ‘Come to the Father’”. 

The obligation calls us to come to the Father together with our fellow-believers, to “listen to the word of 

God and to take part in the Eucharist, calling to mind the passion, resurrection and glory of the Lord Je-

sus, and giving thanks to God who ‘has begotten [us] to a living hope, through the resurrection of Christ 

from the dead’” (Sacrosanctum Concilium, 106; 1 Pt 1:3). Sunday Mass can reinvigorate and refresh our 

Christian faith, our sense of community and our desire to live as missionary disciples in the world. This is 

why the Church takes this obligation seriously.  

It has been good to have access to the Sacred Liturgy online, and we encourage those unable to attend 

Mass on Sundays and Holydays to continue making use of this. Of itself, though, online participation does 

not fulfil the obligation. Nothing can adequately replace actual presence. At the heart of our Christian life 

is the event of the Word becoming flesh and our incorporation through the Sacraments into his Body. It’s 

to experience this that we come to church. Our current reflection on synodality points us in the same di-

rection: we are a people who meet together because we journey together.  
Continues on next page.... 



 

Let us therefore use the coming Christian season to return, with purified hearts and fresh fervour, to 

our sacramental and liturgical life. During Advent and beyond, there will be opportunities to celebrate 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation. And Christmas itself is more than a Day. It is a Season. Beyond Christ-

mas Day, it includes the beautiful feasts of the Holy Family, of Mary, Mother of God, of the Epiphany 

and the Baptism of the Lord. In the northern hemisphere, this season falls at a dark and low time of the 

year. This is not by chance. It’s precisely at this time, made darker still by so many current uncertain-

ties, that we are offered divine energy and the joy of the human birth of a divine child. Christ’s birth 

means the forgiveness of our sins and our rebirth as children of God. We sense how Mary’s mother-

hood embraces us as well and, at the Epiphany, the star of faith lights up our hearts. As the Lord is im-

mersed in the River Jordan the waters of our own baptism can flow in our lives with new force. We are 

given light and strength to live a new year in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

  

In his Letter of the 9th of November to the Catholics of Scotland, written in the midst of CoP26, the Holy 

Father said, “In these challenging times, may all Christ’s followers in Scotland renew their commitment 

to be convincing witnesses to the joy of the Gospel and its power to bring light and hope to every effort 

to build a future of justice, fraternity and prosperity, both material and spiritual.”   

We echo these words as we seek together to follow God’s ways and open our hearts to the gift of his 

Son.  

  

Yours devotedly in Christ,  

  

+ Hugh Gilbert   

Bishop of Aberdeen, President of the Bishops’ Conference of Scotland   

+ Leo Cushley   

Archbishop of St Andrews and Edinburgh   

+ Joseph Toal   

Bishop of Motherwell   

+ Stephen Robson   

Bishop of Dunkeld   

+ John Keenan   

Bishop of Paisley   

+ William Nolan   

Bishop of Galloway   

+ Brian McGee   

Bishop of Argyll and the Isles  

Monsignor Hugh Canon Bradley  

  Diocesan Administrator, Archdiocese of Glasgow  

  

  



To register please complete Registration Form: 

https://forms.gle/tTu3w2NqmjPaMHUV7 

https://forms.gle/tTu3w2NqmjPaMHUV7

