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Monday,  March 8 
 Lenten Weekday 
 NO MASS 

Tuesday, March 9 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 5:30pm Billy Mattingly (Cindy) 

Wednesday,  March 10 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 7:30am Agnes & John Polancyak 

 (Richard Polancyak Family) 

Thursday, March 11 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 7:30am Jodi Adams 

 (Jerry & Suzanne Page) 

Friday, March 12 

 Lenten Weekday 

 Mass 8:45am Jeff Bunting (Ed & Candy Barton) 

Saturday, March 13 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

 Mass 4:30pm:  John & Elizabeth Kochvar 

 (Family) 

Sunday, March 14 

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT  

 Mass:  8:00am: Frank & Regina Konsis 

 (Cornwell Family)  

 Mass: 10:30am: St. Mary’s Parishioners 

ST. MARY’S SACRIFICIAL GIVING 
 

February 28, 2010 
 

Sunday Collection  $4,308.74   Thank You 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 
Sunday, March 7  

CCD                              9:00-10:15am             School 
 

Monday, March 8 
Noodle Night      5:00pm           School 
 

Wednesday, March 10 
School Stations     2:30pm                       Church 
 

Friday, March 12 
Stations of the Cross    Following 6:00pm Rosary 

Dead Theologians Meeting   Following Stations  
 

Evening Rosary:  Sunday-Friday 6:00pm 

Before 4:30pm Saturday Mass 

Mass Servers: 
Saturday 3/13 4:30pm 

E/E Lyon  

Sunday 3/14 8:00am 

  L/E Toole, H Melecosky 

Sunday 3/14  10:30am 

 S Pierce, K Hall, M Winn  

Eucharistic Ministers for 3/13, 3/14 
 

Saturday ............... 4:30pm ................ Lambert 

Sunday .................. 8:00am ................ Shadden 

Sunday ................. 10:30am .................. Rivers 

Lectors for the Month of March 
Saturday ............... 4:30pm .................. Lietard 

Sunday .................. 8:00am ................ Shadden 

Sunday ................. 10:30am .................Hughes 

LENTEN RECONCILIATION SERVICES 
 

March 16: St. Anthony      March 23:  St. Isaac       

March 18: Holy Family      March 25:  St. Mary’s 

March 22:  St. Paul’s 

All services are 7:00pm 

The Bankrupt PIGS of Europe 

By Patrick J. Buchanan 
 

They are called the PIGS—Portugal, Ireland, Greece, Spain.  
What they have in common is that all are facing deficits and debts 
that could bring on national defaults and break up the European 
Union.   
 

What brought the PIGS to the edge of the abyss?  All are neo-
socialist states that provide welfare for poor people, generous 
unemployment, universal health care, early retirement and 
comfortable pensions.  Most consume 40-50% of their gross 
domestic product annually, a crushing burden on the private 
sector. 
 

Dying populations is a second cause.  After two world wars, the 
Europeans lost their faith and embraced hedonism and 
materialism, la dolce vita.  Large families fell out of favor.  
Women put off marriage and babies, and went to work.  Birth 
control and abortion were made readily available in every country 
and, if not, just across the border.  For 30 years, the fertility rate 
of Europe has been below the 2.1 children per woman necessary 
to replace a population.  In Russia and Ukraine, a million people 
disappear yearly.  In Western Europe, the passing of the native-
born goes on quietly, as Third World peoples come to fill the 
empty spaces left by the aborted and unconceived.  Turks are in 
Germany.  Pakistanis, Indians, Arabs and Caribbean peoples are 
in Britain.  Algerians, Tunisians and Moroccans occupy the 
southern coast of France and the banlieues around Paris.   
                             Continued to next page 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SHS Spring Raffle Tickets went on sale Monday, 

March 1st.  For tickets call 217/442-1184 or 800/747-
0880.  Visa and Mastercard are accepted.  Mark your 
tickets St. Mary’s! 
 

K of C Lenten Fish Fry:  Every Friday 5:30-7:00pm.  Cost is 
$7/Adults, $3.50/children. 
 

March 14:  Corned Beef/Cabbage dinner at K of C Hall.  
Doors open at 4:30 with serving beginning at 5:00pm.  Cost is 
$8/adults, $4/children.  This event is open to the public. 

NURSES CORNER 
Our second spiritual trip took us to  St. Joseph’s Shrine in St. 
Louis, MO.  We left after Mass on Feb. 20 and arrived at noon 
on Wednesday.  We stayed in Belleville overnight before going 
a short distance to St. Louis.  The Shrine of St. Joseph was 
started as a parish to serve mostly German immigrants in 1843.  
The church is the site of the only authenticated miracle in the 
Midwest.   The Golden Main Altar called the Altar of Answered 
Prayers has beautiful paintings and magnificent statues.   The 
side altar or low altar is called Mary’s Altar.  The other side altar 
is the Jesuit’s Saints Altar.  It depicts the Jesuits to show that 
following Christ and holiness are possible for youths.  In 1890 
an ornate Pfeiffer pipe organ was installed and then rebuilt in 
2002.   The statues are very life like.  One depicts Jesus and 
Mary holding Joseph on his death bed; Jesus at the Foot of the 
Cross; Our Lady of Fatima; St. Theresa of Lisieux and several 
other saints.  We arrived home on Sunday evening in time to 
attend Mass at Provena Hospital.  

These newcomers have neither the education nor skills of the 
Europeans.  Hence, they earn less and contribute less in taxes, but 
consume more per capita in social benefits.  As the number of 
young entering the European labor forces shrinks, the number of 
seniors and aged grows.  And thanks  to advances in medicine, 
these retirees live lengthening lives.  Thus the burden of pensions 
and health care grows steadily and the need for higher taxes and 
larger worker contributions increases.   
 

Then there is globalization.  In Europe, wages and taxes are high, 
regulations heavy, unions strong, and lawyers ubiquitous.  
Manufacturers, to cut costs, have been outsourcing production to 
where the labor is cheap and abundant, the unions are nonexistent 
or weak, and health, safety and environmental regulations are lax.  
Welcome to China.  Greece is the first European nation to hit the 
wall.  As an EU member state, she is obligated to keep her deficit 
to 3% of GDP.  But this year’s is 12.7%, and Athens needs to 
issue $75 billion in bonds alone to finance the deficit and roll 
over debt.  The markets, however, are rating Greek bonds as 
risky bonds.  To borrow, Athens must pay more than twice the 
interest rate Germany pays.  Faced with strikes by public 
employees and students, Athens appears to lack the political will 
to make the cuts necessary to bring the budget back toward 
balance.  As Portugal, Ireland and Spain gaze on, Greece 
approaches a moment of truth.  Should she default, their bonds, 
too, will plunge in value out of fear of a copycat default, and the 
interest rate they pay would also rise.  They, too, might then take 
the Argentine road.  The EU’s crisis would then be like a crisis in 
the US should California default on its state bonds and interest 
rates on other municipal bonds surged to double digits.  Is there a 
way out? 
 

One option is for the EU to bail out Greece with a huge loan.  But 
if Greece cannot meet her debt obligations now, how could she 
pay back the loan?  And if the EU cannot compel Greece to make 
deep budget cuts today, what leverage would the EU have after 
bailing out Athens and removing today’s pressure on the 
government.  The second option is to call in the International 
Monetary Fund, which imposes tough conditions on nations 
receiving IMF loans—the Third World therapy.  But problems 
would arise here too.  First, it would be an admission that the EU 
cannot manage its own household.  Second, the largest 
contributor to the IMF is Uncle Sam.  Why should America bail 
out Greece, when the EU is larger and richer and did not help bail 
out California in 2009?  The stimulus bill did that in 2009, to 
which Europe contributed nothing.  Where Greece is at today, 
however, we shall all arrive tomorrow.  In every Western nation, 
government is growing beyond the capacity of taxpayers to bear.  
Deficits and debt are surging.  Not enough children are being 
born to replace parents.  The immigrant poor who consume more 
than they contribute are coming to take the empty places.  
Seniors and elderly are growing as a share of the population.  
Companies are saying goodbye to the West and moving offshore 
to low wage lands.  The West begins to look like yesterday, while 
the East begins to look like tomorrow. 
 

The West is approaching a crisis of solvency and of democracy.  
We shall see if democracy, which grew popular lavishing 
benefits upon all, is strong enough to start clawing them away.  
Or will democracy try to keep piling the burden on the producers 
until they rebel or depart?   

YOUR INVITED!!! 

You are invited to join SMS for their annual Jonah Fish Fry 

on Friday, March 19 from 4:00-7:00pm in the school gym.  

Cost is Adults/$6, children thru  8th grade/$3.  We are asking our 
wonderful cooks to donate their famous desserts to be   dropped 
off on Friday morning, March 19th in the school gym.  There is a 
sign up sheet in the vestibule of the church for additional 
volunteers.   Thank you for your continued support of SMS!   
 

ACTION ALERT:   

Oppose House Bill 6205 (also known as the Reproductive Health 
and Access Act).  In the Illinois General Assembly, 
Representative  Barbara Flynn Currie (D-Chicago) has 
introduced House Bill 6205.  Planned Parenthood’s political 
apparatus has begun an intensive push to pass this legislation.  
The enactment of House Bill 6205 would:   

• Gut the Illinois Parental Notice of Abortion Act; 

• Require taxpayers to fund abortions through Medicaid; 

• Eliminate Illinois’ Health Care Right of Conscience Act; 

• Mandate comprehensive sex education for every student in 
Illinois public schools, K-12. 

Please call your local State Rep in Springfield at 217/782-2000 
and ask him/her to oppose HB3205.  You can find the name and 
contact info of your elected officials at www.illinoisfamily.org or 
call the IFI office at 708/781-9328 for assistance.  


